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EdTechXAsia 2016 – Powering 21st Century Education & Skills  
Day 1 - Tuesday, 8 November 2016 

08:00  Registration & Breakfast Networking 

09.00 Opening Ceremony 

09.10 Warm Up Insights 

2020 EdTech Forecast: 5 Trends Driving Change and Investment in Education & Training 

 

Charles McIntyre, CEO of IBIS Capital & Co-Founder of EdtechXGlobal – UK 

Benjamin Vedrenne-Cloquet, Partner of IBIS Capital & Co-Founder, EdTechXGlobal – UK 

09.35 1. Digital Transformation in Asia : A New Education for a New Era 

2. Special Guest of Honour : 

3. Dr. Janil Puthucheary, Minister of State, Ministry of Education & Ministry of Communications and 

Information – SINGAPORE 

09.55 Interactive Panel Discussion  

A Glimpse into the Future: Technology, Globalisation, Education and Training in the 21st Century 

 Dr. Lee Kwok Cheong, Chief Executive Officer, Singapore Institute of Management & President, 

SAPE (Singapore Association for Private Education) – SINGAPORE 

 Miguel Brechner, President, Plan Ceibal – URUGUAY 

 Amol Arora, Vice Chairman & Managing Director, SHEMROCK & SHEMFORD Group of Schools – 

INDIA 

10.35 

- 

11.05 

Networking Coffee Break and opportunity to Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo!  

Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo and Learn, Play and Interact with the Latest Technologies from the 

most inventive startups and established EdTech companies across the world. 

11.05 Track 1 

"Now & Next" of EdTech” 

Track 2 

International EdTech 

Perspectives 

Track 3 

Global EdTech All Stars 

11.05 Education’s Last Mile: Why 

Technology is Failing in the 

Classroom 

- The evidence is that 

attainment is lower in classes 

using computers  

- Lessons to be learnt from 

digital change in other sectors 

- The need for a new 

pedagogy for digital content 

in classes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony Bouchier, Founder, 

Twig – UK 

Improving Students’ 

Learning Outcomes: 

Harnessing the Potential of 

Big Data   

 

4. Priya Lakhani OBE, Founder 

& CEO, CENTURY Tech – UK 

Investors Insights Worth Millions: 

Key Insights from Top Investors on 

Why Startups Succeed 

3 Top investors join this insightful 

session to share their views and 

opinions on what are the best 

strategies that will help start-ups 

attract capital and investors to 

succeed in an ever-changing 

landscape. 

 

 Badri Pillapakkam, Investment 

Partner, Omidyar Network – 

SINGAPORE 

 Dr. Barbara Kurshan, 

Executive Director of 

Academic Innovation, 

Graduate School of 

Education, University of 

Pennsylvania – USA 

11.20 EdTech and the Future of 

Business Education  

 

11.35 Evaluating Ed-Tech Through the 

Lens of Learning Science: 

Learning Engineering 

 

When decision-makers are 

Global Success Stories: 21st 

Century Skills 

 

CEOs and Founders discuss how 

they are transforming the global 
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11.45 selecting technologies for use 

with learning, there's a lot of 

enthusiasm at the front end 

about how wonderful learners 

will find their new high-tech, 

experiences. Unfortunately, too 

often the promise is not 

fulfilled. Over time, with 

increasing amounts of 

evidence, more and more 

learners (and decision-makers) 

will be looking for objective 

reasons to adopt new 

practices. This session will 

discuss how using learning 

science and good learning 

measurement practices up-

front and at scale ("learning 

engineering") can increase 

their performance. 

 

5. Dr. Bror Saxberg, Chief 

Learning Officer, Kaplan – USA 

Technology Integration for 

the 21st Century Vocational 

Education 

 

Dr. Clement Chen Cheng-

jen, Chairman, Vocational 

Training Council – 

HONG KONG 

education landscape 

 

 Houston Hou, Founder & CEO, 

SKT Platform – CHINA  

 Bernard Golstein, CEO & Co- 

Founder, VivaLing – 

SINGAPORE 

 

 

 

12.05 Personalised Learning for the 

21st Century: How is an EdTech 

Unicorn Revolutionising 

Education 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Jerry Huang, COO, iTutorGroup 

– CHINA 

Leveraging Vocational 

Education and Training: How 

to Boost Employability in 21st 

Century Education 

 

 

 

Joerg Drager, Member of 

the Executive Board, 

Bertelsmann Foundation – 

GERMANY 

Accelerator Innovation Showcase  

Powered by EDUGILD 

EDUGILD explores the impact and 

future of augmented reality, 

virtual reality, edfintech and 

career path development in next 

generation edtech space. These 

learnings will be delivered 

through real life case studies. 

 
Rishi Kapal, CEO, EDUGILD – INDIA 

12.30 

– 

14.00 

Lunch & Networking Break  

Investors & Innovators Meetup - EdTech Speed Learning Session 

Startups meet investors and share their inspirational ideas through a 3-minute elevator pitch. 

Lunchtime Workshop 

14.00 The School of the Future for 21st 

Century Students: Leaders’ 

Perspectives 

 

Headteachers, CEOs and 

Innovators share their 

perspectives on how the 

school of the future will enable 

21st century education. This 

session allows interactive 

voting through your mobile 

devices.  

 

 

 

Moderator: 

 

The Challenges & 

Opportunities of Scaling 

EdTech in Asia, Europe & 

Beyond 

 

Moderator: 

Jessica White, Founder, 

Thinc – GERMANY 

 

Panellists: 

 

 Adrian Lim, Director 

(Education, Sectoral 

Innovation Group), 

IMDA (Infocomm Media 

Development Authority) 

– SINGAPORE 

Founder stories 

3 CEOs and Founders share their 

stories, insights and journey on 

building solutions that have 

revolutionised education and 

tackled the most pressing 

challenges in the sector 

 

 Payal Lal, Founder, Social 

MOOC Taker – SINGAPORE 

 Dr. Teddy Tjandra, Founder & 

CEO, Sukawu – INDONESIA 

 Gordon Scott, Founder, 

Successful Graduate – 

AUSTRALIA 

14.30 Regional EdTech Ecosystems: 
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 Zhaodan (Jordan) Huang, 

Founder of Uni-Ed Inc. & 

Co-Founder of Beacon 

Blended – CHINA 

 

Panellists: 

 

 Richard Culatta, Former 

Director of Educational 

Technology, US 

Department of Education – 

USA 

 Teddy Simukanga, Head of 

Technology, Dwight School 

Seoul – REPUBLIC OF KOREA  

 Dr. Shanti Divaharan, 

Associate Dean, 

Pedagogical Development 

and Innovations, National 

Institute of Education – 

SINGAPORE 

 Peter Newman, CEO of 

GEG & Co-Founder of 

Beacon Blended – USA 

 

 Anna C. Mallon, Director 

Market & Business 

Development, JFDI Asia 

– SINGAPORE 

 Dr. David Wei Loong 

Hung, Associate Dean 

(Education Research), 

National Institute of 

Education – SINGAPORE 

 Yoshi A. Okamoto, 

Executive Director, SZIV 

– JAPAN 

Comparing China and India 

 Opportunities for Edtech in 

Asia 

 Comparison between India 

and China 

 Technology adoption levels  

 

 

7. Rohan Pasari, CEO and Co-

Founder, Cialfo – SINGAPORE 

14.40 Innovation Showcase followed 

by Q&A 

‘Now & Next’ of Higher 

Education across the globe 

 

EdTech experts share their 

views on the most impactful 

trends in higher education 

 

Moderator: 

 

Brian O’Dwyer, Commercial 

Founder, COGNALEARN PTE. 

LTD. – SINGAPORE 

 

Panellists: 

 

 Cheah Horn Mun, Dean, 

School of Human 

Development and Social 

Services at SIM University – 

SINGAPORE 

 Kirsten I. Heiss, Founder & 

CEO, OpenCampus GmbH 

– GERMANY 

 

Strategic Marketing for 21st 

Century Universities: Lessons 

Learnt  

 

8. Harsha Mokkarala, Chief 

Marketing Officer, 2U – USA 

14.50 Founder stories 

 

3 CEOs and Founders share their 

stories, insights and journey on 

building solutions that have 

revolutionised education and 

tackled the most pressing 

challenges in the sector 

 

15.10 The Digital Gap and the 

Evolution of Assessment  

  

 

Johan Hägglund, CEO & Co-

founder, DigiExam AB – 

SWEDEN 

https://2u.com/about/2u-leadership/profile/harsha-mokkarala/
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15.20 Reinventing learning with 

virtual reality and 3D 

technologies 

The world of learning is 

undertaking a transformation - 

immersive experiences 

created using next-gen 

technologies such as Virtual 

Reality and 3D, are replacing 

traditional online and 

classroom methods. This session 

looks at the benefits of an 

immersive learning approach, 

the technologies used to 

create the experience and a 

real-life case study from the 

corporate world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tom Symmonds, CEO, 

Immerse Learning – UK 

 Justin Parry, COO, Immerse 

Learning – UK 

Widening Participation in 

the Digital Age: Preparing 

Future Generations  

This session is powered by 

the International Association 

for the Evaluation of 

Educational Achievement 

(IEA). The IEA has 

conducted more than 30 

large-scale comparative 

studies in countries around 

the world to measure 

computer literacy skills. This 

session explores the progress 

in individual countries and 

across a broad international 

context. 

 

 Julian Fraillon, Director 

of Assessment and 

Reporting, Australian 

Council for Educational 

Research – AUSTRALIA 

 Paulina Korsnakova, 

Director of the 

Permanent Secretariat, 

IEA – International 

Association for the 

Evaluation of 

Educational 

Achievement (IEA) – THE 

NETHERLANDS 

The Best of STEAM Education 

Leading innovators and Founders 

discuss impact & best practices 

through 10-minute lightning talks  

 

 Advancing the STEAM 

Agenda 

 Exploring innovative strategies 

for STEAM Education 

 How to Revamp the 

Traditional Classroom 

 

 Poh Yew Teoh, CEO, Creative 

Wizard Pte. Ltd. – MALAYSIA 

 Clare Sutcliffe, Co-Founder 

and CEO, Code Club – UK 

 Sneha Priya, Co-Founder and 

CEO, SP Robotic Works – 

INDIA 

 

15.50 

- 

16.30  

Afternoon Coffee Break and opportunity to Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo!  

Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo and Learn, Play and Interact with the Latest Technologies from the 

most inventive startups and established EdTech companies across the world. 

 

16.30 EdTech ASEAN 

This session explores the ins and 

outs of these thriving 

education markets 

 

Powered by Educomp 

EdTech Hyper Growth in 

India 

This session explores the ins 

and outs of this thriving 

education market 

 

 

Utkarsh Lokesh, CEO and 

Editor, EdTechReview – 

INDIA 

Founder stories 

3 CEOs and Founders share their 

stories, insights and journey on 

building solutions that have 

revolutionised education and 

tackled the most pressing 

challenges in the sector 

 

 Henry Motte-Muñoz, Founder, 

Edukasyon – PHILIPPINES 

 Aditi Avasthi, Founder & CEO, 

embibe – INDIA 

 Dr. Charlie Tomlinson, CEO, 

EdPotential – NEW ZEALAND 

16.50 Global Perspectives Session 

EdTech Global Investors All 

Stars: Global and Regional 

Outlook on EdTech’s Next Key 

Investment Trends 

Leading investors discuss and 

explore global investment 
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17.00 trends, emerging markets, 

latest investment news and 

future opportunities.  

 

 Victor Hu, Global Head of 

Education Technology, 

Goldman Sachs – USA 

 Dr Alex Lin, Head of 

Infocomm Investments, 

Infocomm Development 

Authority (IDA) – 

SINGAPORE  

 T.T. Nguyen Duc, Head of 

Southeast Asia, Pearson 

Affordable Learning Fund – 

USA 

 Sandeep Aneja, Managing 

Director, Kaizen Private 

Equity – INDIA 

EdTech Hyper Growth in 

China 

This session explores the ins 

and outs of this thriving 

education market 

 

 Sophie Chen, Partner, 

jMDedu – CHINA 

 Huawei Zhong, CTO, 

EduSoho – CHINA 

 Zhang Gao, Managing 

Director, Baidu 

Education - CHINA 

Edtech and Social Impact : A 

Discussion with  Social Edtech 

Entrepreneurs & Leaders 

3 social entrepreneurs & leaders 

share their challenges and how 

they have made a difference by 

bringing EdTech to the most 

vulnerable communities 

 

Moderator: 

Namita Dalmia, Associate 

Director, Central Square 

Foundation – INDIA 

Panellists: 

 Jennifer Cotter, Founder, 

Nairobi EdTech Meetup – 

KENYA 

 Anna Falth, Manager of 

Empower Women, UN Women 

– USA 

 Jasmine Lee, Consultant & 

Project Coordinator, UNESCO 

– THAILAND 
17.30 

– 

19.00 

EdTechXGlobal Awards Announcement followed by Networking Drinks  

Celebrate the next generation of innovators at the EdTechXGlobal Awards announcement.  

Following the announcement, join the EdTechXGlobal community for a drink or two! 

 

Day 2 - Wednesday, 9 November 2016 

08:30  Registration & Breakfast Networking 

09.00 Welcome & Keynote Session 

What Kind of Education does the World Need? 
 

Richard Culatta, Former Director of Educational Technology, US Department of Education – USA 

09.25 Skills for the Future: Changemaker Education 

3 generations discuss how education has influenced their career paths. This session explores the 

power of parent involvement and how they set up their next generations for success.  

 

 Sir John Vincent Cable, Former Secretary of State for Business Innovation and Skills – UK 

 Paul Vincent Cable, Co-Founder & CEO, EnSo – UK 

 Ayrton Cable, Social Activist & Co-Founder, EnSo – UK 

10.05 

- 

10.45 

Networking Coffee Break and opportunity to Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo!  

Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo and Learn, Play and Interact with the Latest Technologies from the 

most inventive startups and established edtech companies across the world. 

10.45 Track 1 

"Now & Next" of EdTech 

Track 2 

International EdTech 

Perspectives 

Track 3 

Global EdTech All Stars 
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10.45 Exploring Career and Work-

Readiness Skills: How can 

Education Institutions 

prepare students for a New 

World of Work in the 21st  

Century 

Leading education leaders 

and specialists discuss the 

challenges associated with 

work-readiness and 

propose ways to overcome 

these 

 Leslie Loh, Chairman of 

Lithan Academy & 

Honorary Secretary, 

SAPE (Singapore 

Association for Private 

Education) – 

SINGAPORE 

 Carrie Yau, Executive 

Director, Vocational 

Training Council – 

HONG KONG 

 Marcos Amadeo, Chief 

Cabinet of Educ.ar, 

Ministry of Education – 

ARGENTINA 

Augmented Learning: Shift 

from Technology Tools to 

Technology Partners 

 

Eric Hawkinson, Associate 

Professor of Learning Design 

and Technology, The 

University of Fukuchiyama – 

JAPAN 

The Best of Europe EdTech Start Ups 

Showcase 

A selection of disruptors from Europe 

share their insights on how their 

solutions are disrupting the industry 

 

 Percy Harrison, CEO, Eton Online 

Ventures – UK 

 Christiaan Henny, Founder, eFaqt 

– THE NETHERLANDS 

 Maxim Nitsche, Co-Founder & 

CEO, MATH 42 – GERMANY 

11.10 “HR Tech”: Revolution in 

Workplace Training, Hiring, 

& Skills Development 

 11.15 Creating Innovation Ecosystems in 

Education for Global Impact 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Barbara Kurshan, Executive 

Director of Academic Innovation, 

Graduate School of Education, 

University of Pennsylvania – USA. 

11.25 The Millennial Generation 

Perspective: How to 

Engage the Next 

Generation of Learners 

 

Ken Ross, Managing 

Director Asia, Minerva 

Schools at KGI – CHINA 

11.35 Founder stories 

3 CEOs and Founders share their 

stories, insights and journey on 

building solutions that have 

revolutionised education and 

tackled the most pressing 

challenges in the sector 

11.40 Meet the Makers of Edtech 

Join this hands-on learning 

experience, where the 

makers of the most 

innovative EdTech solutions 

will be showcasing their 

technologies and 

explaining how they are 

equipping learners for the 

21st century. 

11.50 What does 21st Century 

Learning Look Like? 

CEOs and education 

experts will discuss 21st 

century learning, how 

learning is happening and 

how industry innovation is 

transforming the 

landscape. From 

personalised learning 

strategies to collaborative 

learning, this session 

explores Learning in the 21st 

Century.   

 

9. Paul Taylor, Headteacher, 

Turramurra North Public 

School – AUSTRALIA 

12.00 Communities of Impact & 

Scale: American Case 

Study 

Join SXSWedu and other 

innovators from Austin Texas 

as they share their 

perspective of how local 

and national interests across 

the American EdTech 

ecosystem complement 

each other  

 

Powered by SXSWedu 

Think Differently: Importance of 

Collaboration to Scale Global 

Solutions Locally  

 

 

 

 

 Frank Ho, CEO, AutoCognita – 

HONG KONG  

 Dr. Clive Liu, Founder, ERTON1010 

- TAIWAN 

 

Powered by XPRIZE 

12.30 

– 

Lunch & Networking Break  

Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo and Learn, Play and Interact with the Latest Technologies from the 
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14.00 most inventive startups and established edtech companies across the world. 

14.00 AI in Education and the 

Workplace: Are Robots 

Changing the Way we 

Teach, Learn and Connect?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Satya V. Nitta, Program 

Director, Education and 

Cognitive Sciences 

Department, IBM 

Research – USA 

 Jozef Misik, Managing 

Director, Knowble – 

NETHERLANDS 

Global Investors’ 

Perspectives: Discovering 

Asia  

This panel discussion will 

provide an overview of the 

latest investment trends 

impacting the regional 

ecosystem. 

 

 Gaurav Mehra, Partner, 

Kaizen Private Equity – 

INDIA 

 Hian Goh, General 

Partner, NSI Ventures – 

SINGAPORE  

 Tim Loomer, Senior 

Advisor/Managing 

Partner, Tyton Partners – 

USA 

 Allison Baum, Managing 

Partner, FRESCO CAPITAL 

– JAPAN 

Startups Take Over 

A selection of disruptors from the 

region share their insights on how 

their solutions are disrupting the 

industry 

 

 Shadi Banna, CEO, Potential – 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

 Augustine Lim, CEO, Digify – 

SINGAPORE 

 

 

14.30 

14.40 EdTech Investment Trends 

 

Moderator: 

Sandeep Aneja, Managing 

Director, Kaizen Private 

Equity – INDIA  

Panellists: 

 Amit Mahensaria, Co-

Founder, Impartus 

Innovations – INDIA 

 So-Young Kang, CEO, 

Gnowbe – USA 

 Tawan Dheva-Aksorn, 

CEO, Aksorn Education 

– THAILAND 

Building Digital Skills for 

Tomorrow’s World   

 

 

Miguel Brechner, President, 

Plan Ceibal – URUGUAY 

14.50 5 Higher Education Trends to Watch 

in 2017 

 

Prof. Benson Yeh, Director of NTU 

MOOCs Program, National Taiwan 

University – TAIWAN 

15.10 Reinventing Education: How are the Makers & Shakers Transforming Schools and Universities? 

A selection of international guests from 4 different geographies discuss innovation, transformation 

and the latest developments in their regions.  

Moderator: 

 Charles McIntyre, CEO of IBIS Capital, Co-Founder of EdTechXGlobal – UK 

Panellists: 

 Satya V. Nitta, Program Director, Education and Cognitive Sciences Department, IBM 

Research – USA 

 Genevieve Gilmore, COO, Learnosity - AUSTRALIA 
15.40 Preparing Future Ready Students: Creating Lifelong Learners & Change Makers 

Students, CEOs, Principals, Chancellors and Founders explore lifelong learning and the benefits of 

developing a lifelong skills strategy  

16.10 Last chance to Visit the EdTechXAsia Expo!  

 

18.00 End of EdTechXAsia 2016 

 


